PTE Writing Practice test 4

Question 1: Summarize Written Text

Read the passage below and summarize it using one sentence. Type your response in the
box at the bottom of the screen. You have 10 minutes to finish this task. Your response will be
judged on the quality of your writing and on how well your response presents the key points in
the passage.

Vividness of TV and Newspaper:

To understand the final reason why the news marketplace of ideas dominated by television is so
different from the one that emerged in the world dominated by the printing press, it is important
to distinguish the quality of vividness experienced by television viewers from the “vividness”
experienced by readers. | believe that the vividness experienced in the reading of words is
automatically modulated by the constant activation of the reasoning centers of the brain that are
used in the process of concreting the representation of reality the author has intended. By
contrast, the visceral vividness portrayed on television has the capacity to trigger instinctual
responses similar to those triggered by reality itself—and without being modulated by logic,
reason, and reflective thought. The simulation of reality accomplished in the television medium
is so astonishingly vivid and compelling compared with the representations of reality conveyed
by printed words that it signifies much more than an incremental change in the way people
consume information. Books also convey compelling and vivid representations of reality, of
course. But the reader actively participates in the conjuring of the reality the book’s author is
attempting to depict. Moreover, the parts of the human brain that are central to the reasoning
process are continually activated by the very act of reading printed words: Words are composed
of abstract symbols—Ietters—that have no intrinsic meaning themselves until they are strung
together into recognizable sequences.

Question 2: Write Essay

You will have 20 minutes to plan, write and revise an essay about the topic below. Your
response will be judged on how well you develop your position, organize your ideas, present
supporting details, and control the elements of standard written English. You should write 200
- 300 words.

Should individuals limit the use of cars and use alternatives instead to protect the environment?



Sample Answers

Question 1: Summarize Written Text

The lecture focuses on understanding the contrast between a news marketplace of ideas
dominated by television and ideas that emerged from the printing press. Vividness experienced
in reading words is modulated by the constant activation of the reasoning centres of the brain.
However, the vividness portrayed on television has the capacity to trigger an instinctual
response. When compared to depictions of reality given through printed words, the simulation of
reality delivered through the television medium is astonishingly graphic and compelling. The act
of reading written words continuously activates areas of the human brain that are central to the
reasoning process.

Question 2: Write Essay

The rising desire to acquire various automobiles for various purposes has expanded
dramatically, resulting in increased traffic and confusion on the streets, eventually impacting the
global environment. As a result, | believe that individuals should limit their automobile ownership
to conserve the environment and switch to more eco-friendly transport. In the following
paragraphs, | shall discuss my opinion and give supporting reasons.

Owning a car has become a necessity for many people due to the freedom and comfort it
provides on the road. Cars are used every day, but most of us tend to ignore their
disadvantages. They pollute the air by burning fossil fuels. Their lights also contribute to light
pollution, which has a negative impact on the health of animals, plants, and people. People are
unable to exercise due to their dependency on automobiles.

Another significant issue is traffic congestion, which wastes time and energy while on the road.
Moreover, drivers should be urged to use the horn only when required. Thus, people can switch
to more eco-friendly resorts and engage in automotive research to develop more
environmentally friendly automobiles that operate on solar or battery power.

Nevertheless, some individuals argue that producing electric automobiles emits nearly the same
amount of CO2, but you have to include it in the battery manufacture. According to estimates,
for every 1 kiloWatt hour (kWh) of battery capacity, 150kg of CO2 is emitted. As a result, an
electric automobile appears to be worse for the environment than a fossil fuel vehicle.

To sum up, car usage should be limited. More efficient steps, such as developing
environmentally-friendly vehicles like bicycles and infrastructure, like increasing the number of



roadways, underground tunnels, and parking spaces and encouraging vehicles to follow traffic
laws, will improve the environment.



